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MINUTES                         of  the Annual Toddington Parish Meeting held at 

Toddington Village Hall on Monday 24th May 2021 
commencing at 7.30pm.  

 
PRESENT: Parish Councillors: Nigel Parker (Chairperson), Cllr Richard 

Cook, Cllr Kathryn Walker, Cllr Mandy Gooch 
  Jane Carter  (Clerk), Cllr Mel Gore and 45 parishioners 
 
Cllr Parker opened the meeting at 7.40pm welcoming all those present. 
 
Apologies: Cllr Bert Alvis 
 
Chairman’s Report: Cllr Nigel Parker read a report outlining the work of the Parish 
Council. Public Meetings  were now happening following Covid-19 relaxation of 
restrictions. He thanked Cllr Gore for her help with district council matters throughout 
the year. Residents were invited to attend meetings held bi-monthly on the second 
Monday. The application for a Traffic Regulation Order was on the agenda and residents 
would be receiving survey in the coming months. Cllr Parker thanked other members of 
the parish council for their work and support during the year. 
 
Reports from invited organisations: 
Tewkesbury District Councillor Mel Gore highlighted the key projects for TBC. The 
development plan was a main focus and would be announced in 2022. New homes were 
a priority with some 10,000 planned . They were part of consultation on plans for a 4-
way junction on the M5. 
A representative from Toddington WI, Liz Eaves said it was their 75th anniversary 
A representative from the Church, Rev John Newcombe reported on the work of the 
church throughout the parish. The Church relies heavily on local support and donations 
and that it was a building which was for the benefit of everyone in Toddington. 
A representative from the Village Hall, Chairman Paul Workman, updated the 
meeting on the opening of the new annexe and Village Hall plans for the coming months. 
The hall was now fully open and hoping to get back to normal following the lifting of 
covid restrictions. The hall was well supported by local groups with more events and 
classes being held every month. He thanked all the trustees and volunteers for their 
work 
Toddington Parish Council Road Safety group: Cllr Kath Walker outlined plans for the 
application of a Traffic Restriction Order (TRO) in Toddington. This would require 
support from the County Councillor, police and highways. It was not easy to obtain an 
order and evidence was needed. A questionnaire and survey would be circulated to 
parishioners in the coming months asking for areas of concern. It was felt the speed limit 
on the B4077, and surrounding roads should be reduced. The number of lorries using 
the road was also increasing due to the growth of the nearby quarries. The council had 
purchased a VAR, and this was being used to monitor traffic. A discussion followed in 
which residents commented on the height of the roundabout being too high; could a 
zebra crossing be created; could more road signs be added. 
 
Play Area Update: Chairman of the Village Hall Play Area Group Fran Volante outlined 
progress on plans for a play area at the rear of the village hall. There were still early 
discussions. The exact siting of the playground needed to be confirmed but the preferred 
site was the field at the rear of the neighbouring nursery. Artists impressions of the 
equipment that may be used were at the rear of the room. A questionnaire would be 
circulated to residents once the budget and site had been agreed. 
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Open Forum: 
Councillor Parker opened the meeting to general questions and comments. There was 
concern about the state of the pavements in Newtown. He confirmed that this was on 
the PC agenda, and they were in regular contact with GCC asking for works to be done. A 
resident asked about the mowing of the grassed areas at Newlands. This was not the 
responsibility of the PC but of the developers. A resident asked if the Parish Council 
could reinstate the regular mowing of the Churchyard which it had undertaken for the 
past 35 years. Cllr Parker said mowing had stopped on legal advice received by the 
council but that this was a grey area, which if there was local support then it could be 
carried out by the PC. There was a show of hands and overwhelming support for the 
parish council to continue with mowing the Churchyard. Cllr Parker said a decision 
could not be taken at the Parish meeting,  but it would be reconsidered at the next 
meeting of the parish council. 
 
There being no further questions the meeting was closed at 8.20 p.m. Light refreshments 
were served. 
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